Reviewer’s comments
Reviewer’s 2: Thank you for the comments; they were addressed as follows.
	Comment
	Correction

	1. The sol-gel, combustion, and solid-state reaction methods are of interest to prepare Zn4B6O13 and Zn4B6O13:Eu3+ nanophosphor materials. 
	Synthesis methods such as sol-gel, combustion, and solid-state offer a unique possibility of generating high purity nanophosphor materials with different morphologies.

	2. For preparation, zinc nitrate (Zn (NO3)2(6H2O) (99%) was used as an oxidizer, citric acid (C₆H₈O₇) (99.95%) and boric acid (H3BO3) (99.5%) are added as fuels, respectively. 
	For preparation, zinc nitrate (Zn (NO3)2(6H2O) (99%) was used as an oxidizer, citric acid (C₆H₈O₇) (99.95%) and boric acid (H3BO3) (99.5%) are added as fuels. “respectively was removed” 

	3. a gel- like solution was formed and was allowed to strengthen and heated at 200 oC. How?
	Consequently, a gel-like solution was formed and was allowed to strengthen by letting it age overnight and heated at 200 oC.

	4. Subsequently, lead to a precipitate formation and it was then placed in a furnace. 
	Subsequently, a precipitate was formed and then placed in a furnace.

	5. The final, prepared samples were then made available for characterization using various synthesis techniques.
	The final, prepared samples were then made available for characterization using various techniques. “synthesis was removed”

	6. The calculated lattice parameters for combustion method
	The calculated lattice parameters
for the sample synthesized using the combustion method are as follows a = b = c = 7.47407 Å,

	7. The Debye-Scherrer equation used to calculate the average crystallite particle sizes
	The Debye-Scherrer equation was used to calculate the average crystallite particle sizes.

	8. where D is the average crystallite size, k is the shape correction factor of taken as 0.9, 𝜃 is the diffraction angle, and 𝛽 is the full width at half maximum (FWHM) for the diffraction peak. The wavelength of the X-ray source (0.15406 nm) is denoted by 𝝀.
	All the variable were changed to italics:
where D is the average crystallite size, k is the shape correction factor of taken as 0.9, 𝜃 is the diffraction angle, and 𝛽 is the full width at half maximum (FWHM) for the diffraction peak. The wavelength of the X-ray source (0.15406 nm) is denoted by 𝝀. 

	9. Why are there no error estimates here?
	The error estimates were not originally provided as the crystallite size was calculated from the measured FWHM and peak position in the Scherrer equation, but the uncertainties related to the uncertainties in the measured quantities were not propagated in the original calculation.

	10. The large spaces indicated by the blue arrows are due bare glass slide (specimen holder).
	Large particles are surrounded by smaller particles, which are
interrupted by large areas of non-covered substrate, as depicted by green arrows.

	11. I don't see any black spectrum here!
	The sol-gel PL spectra was plotted.


Supervisor comments.
	Remove: The sol-gel, combustion, and solid-state reaction methods are of interest to prepare Zn4B6O13 and Zn4B6O13:Eu3+ nanophosphor materials. 
	

	Figure 3 (a) and (b) show the photoluminescence spectra for Zn4B6O13:Eu3+ samples prepared with sol-gel, combustion, and solid-state methods, measured in the wavelength range between 200 and 550 nm, while monitoring the emission peak at 614 nm wavelength.
	Figure 3 (a) and (b) display the PL excitation and emission spectra respectively.

	
	



